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In 1521, St. Ignatius of Loyola had his right leg shattered below the knee when a cannonball hit him while he was defending the castle of Pamplona. His 280 soldiers were pitted against a vastly superior French force of 12,000. He was thirty years old. For 15 days, French doctors treated him and set his leg. His men then carried him back to Loyola on a stretcher, a distance of 100 kilometers. During the journey, the bones became misaligned and were knitting together incorrectly. So, his leg had to be re-broken and reset by local doctors. He almost died. While Ignatius lay in bed recuperating at his family’s castle, he engaged in what I call apostolic daydreaming. We all know what daydreaming is, and most people have spent time doing it, but what exactly is apostolic daydreaming? The word apostolic comes from the Greek apostello, which means to be sent by God. The focus of apostolic daydreaming is imagining ways I could witness to the Gospel and imitate Jesus’ self-giving love. 
The saints serve as examples to imitate. For example, Ignatius dreamed of performing heroic acts for the greater glory of God (Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam), like St. Francis and St. Dominic. For Ignatius, these apostolic daydreams motivated him, and he took action based on them. We also can daydream about doing great things for Christ. Our apostolic daydreaming inspires us to love and serve others. We imagine the world of those in need and how we might help them. 
Scripture
“God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams” (Acts 2:17).
What I ask God for
I ask God for the grace to dream His dream for my organization and for me.
Questions to contemplate
In this contemplative exercise, I allow my apostolic daydreams free rein. I open myself to a world of possibilities. I don’t say “We could never do that!” or “We would never find the money.” At this stage of discernment, I don’t consider limitations. I dream broadly before narrowing down my options.
1. I place before God all the great things I desire to do to love and serve others. 
2. I imagine how my organization could become an instrument in the hands of God. 
3. As I daydream about the organization I lead and the context in which it operates, what are some of the pressing needs of the People of God that we could meet?
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