
 
18. [bookmark: _Toc220420550]The Courageous Leader
Courageous leaders are firm in difficulties and constant in the pursuit of the good. In speaking about the virtue of fortitude (or courage), Pope Francis says that it “strengthens a person’s resolve to resist temptations and to overcome obstacles in the moral life, and enables one to conquer fear, even fear of death, and to face trials and persecutions. It is the most ‘combative’ of the virtues,” the Pope said. Fortitude, “is often linked by scholastic authors to what the ancients called the ‘irascible appetite.’” Ancient thought, the Pope said, did not imagine a man without passions, lamenting that, “he would be a stone.” The passions are not necessarily “the residue of a sin,” he said, but he insisted, “they must be educated, channeled, purified with the water of Baptism, or better with the fire of the Holy Spirit.” “A Christian without courage, who does not turn his own strength to good, who does not bother anyone,” Pope Francis said, “is a useless Christian… From the certainty that God’s grace is with us comes the strength to take courage in the present moment: the courage to carry forward what God asks of us here and now, in every area of our lives; courage to embrace the vocation which God reveals to us; courage to live out our faith without hiding or diminishing it.”
Courageous leaders “…recognize that there will always be painful times and unjust situations, yet they do not wring their hands, shrink back in fear or, even worse, create a climate of skepticism, discomfort or disruption, since this does nothing but harm the soul, causing hope to flag and hindering every possible solution. Men and women of God have the courage to take the first step. This is important: to take the first step—in finding creative ways of directly testifying that Love is not dead but has triumphed over every obstacle.” 
Scripture
“In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
What I ask God for
I ask God for the grace to grow in courage.
Questions to contemplate 
1. As I reflect on my leadership roles, where have I stood firm in the face of opposition? 
2. Where has fortitude enabled me to overcome my fear?
3. What obstacles am I currently facing in my role as a leader?
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