
 
29. [bookmark: _Toc220420561]What are your Holy Desires?
As you look at your organization with love in your role as a leader, what are your holy desires? Firstly, what is a desire? A desire can be defined as an inclination towards an object accompanied by a positive feeling. For instance, if I am feeling hungry, I may be inclined towards buying some fast food, and this thought is accompanied by a positive feeling. However, I may also have a desire to lose weight. So, we can see that our desires can be in conflict. If I have been hurt by someone, I may have a desire to take revenge. If I act out that desire, I will start becoming a vengeful person. So, acting on my desires has consequences on my personhood. The desire for revenge is not a holy desire. Conversely, even though I’ve been hurt by someone I may choose to forgive the person who has wronged me. If I forgive, I become a forgiving person. So, our desires need to be sifted. We need to discern which desires lead us towards God, and which desires lead us away from God. 
My deepest desires indicate who I am, my identity. If I ask myself, “Who am I?” it can be difficult to say. One way of exploring my identity is to ask myself a further question, “What is it that I most deeply desire?” and reflect on that. Imagine that one of your answers is, “I want to support my elderly mother.” That answer helps you to answer the identity question, “Who am I?” Your answer is: “I am a person who wants to support his mother.”
Scripture
Our desires need to be ordered. First, we need to seek the Kingdom of God:
Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well (Matthew 6:33). 
St Paul clearly articulates his deepest and most authentic desire:
All I want is to know Christ and to experience the power of his resurrection, to share in his sufferings and become like him in his death, in the hope that I myself will be raised from death to life (Philippians 3:10-11).
What I ask God for
I ask God for the grace to know and to articulate my deepest desires.
Questions to contemplate 
1. If someone has asked you to pray for him or her, imagine that person is in front of you, tell God the holy desires that you have for him or her, and see him or her receiving them. 
2. Just as you have expressed your holy desires for a specific individual, now express to God the holy desires you have for your organization and see God fulfilling them. 
3. Now, stand before God yourself and express your holy desires to God—the different ways in which you would like to express your love for God in the service of others.
Through this prayer, you will discover that God has given you many holy desires. Thank God for these desires and for the immensity of your love. 
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